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VERONA FORUM FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION IN FORMER YUGOSLAVIA
ON GENEVA PEACE TALKS ABOUT BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA, JANUARY 6, 1993:

PREVENT A "MUNICH 1938" OUTCOME; NO PARTITION OF
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA, NO RECOGNITION OF RESULTS OF
ETHNIC CLEANSING! INCREASE EUROPEAN AND
INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENT IN ENDING THE WAR! PROMOTE
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, WAR CRIME PREVENTION,
RESTORATION OF INTERETHNIC COEXISTENCE, OF HUMAN AND
MINORITY RIGHTS!

STOP TALKING TO WAR-MONGERS. DIFFERENT VOICES MUST

BE HEARD IN GENEVA.

The Steering Committee of the VERONA FORUM FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION IN
FORMER YUGOSLAVIA discussed the on-going peace talks in Geneva at its conference January
5, 1993 and reached the following results:

There is a feeling that Geneva 1993 may become seen like Munich 1938: negotiations with alleged
war criminals, blackmail under an already imposed fait accompli , and in particular by putting the
victims at the same level as the aggressor. The ethnic partition of Bosnia-Herzegovina seems to be
pre-ordained; the proposed cantonization will inevitably lead to further ethnic cleansing and

annexations.

In Geneva all those not fitting into the nationalistic frames of Karadzic and Boban are conveniently
swept into the "Muslim party” of President Izetbegovic. What about those who, in the first place,
feel they belong to the Bosnian entity that has resulted from a centuries-long process of fruitful
interaction among three world civilizations (Western Christianity, Islam and Byzantium
Orthodoxy)? Who is defending their rights at Geneva's negotiation table? Such a policy is not only
destroying Bosnia-Herzegovina, but by the "Palestinisation" of Bosnians it aggravates hostilities
between Europe and the Islamic world and can only lead to further escalation of the conflict.

The dramatic failure of Yugoslav and international (especially European) politicians is evident. The
solutions imposed on Bosnia will surely affect the future of the whole continent: the choice lies now
between ethnic cleansing (which means the ominous emergence of still more racist states and
further ethnic wars in Europe) and inter-ethnic coexistence with clear guarantees for minority and
human rights. This choice concerns Bosnia-Herzegovina, the whole former Yugoslavia, the whole
_ of Balkans, the whole of Europe.

’ Despite these desperate feelings, we think there are some opportunities to be emphasized and goals
that may be achieved in the negotiation process.

Europe and International Community must now clearly involve themselves not only in mediation,
but also in concrete commitments based on clear political objectives:

-immediate humanitarian assistance in order to save lives (of besieged people, refugees, prisoners,
raped women);

-safe havens for all those whose life is endangered and their dignity offended;

~clear and credible threat of the use of limited and selective international military force in case of
further violation of Bosnian airspace and no-fly zones, of the use of heavy weaponry, of further
large scale war crimes againist humanity;

-readiness to provide legal and civil assistance in order to pursue and punish war crimes and re-
establish civil life and inter-ethnic dialogue, and to restore a Constitutional Judiciary with relevant
external participation;

-European governments and political factors should initiate and fully support the project of UN
trusteeship for Bosnia-Herzegovina.

-readiness to deploy monitors and civic volunteers for humanitarian and social assistance and
reconciliation;

-readiness to institute - conceivably under the auspices of the Human Rights Committee of the
European Parliament - an impartial register of war crimes and claims about violations.
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The warlords will hardly seek peace, by definition they only can hope to benefit by war - and.
actually and unfortunately they indeed do. Therefore it becomes more and more urgent to involve
other and more constructive forces in negotiations, to give international support to anti-nationalistic
civic forces, to assist independent media and groups, to stress the role of those who in civil society
appear to be more capable than governments in achieving peace, dialogue and inter-ethnic
coexistence. Mediation cannot neglect elementary justice and preservation from future conflict

sources.

Concerning other pre-conflict areas in former Yugoslavia, VERONA FORUM urges again the
international recognition of Macedonia, and the deployment of international monitors and UN-
forces in Kosova and Macedonia in order to prevent the spreading of war.

VERONA FORUM welcomes the opportunity given to some representatives of civil society to be
heard in Geneva, and declares its readiness to cooperate in any possible way in order to restore
peace and promote reconciliation. Srdjan Dvornik, who is among those who will meet the
international mediators in Geneva in the next days, has the mandate to represent VERONA FORUM

at this occasion.

(The discussion was attended by: Alexander Langer, Member of European Parliament, who drafted
the final communiqué; Dimitar Mirceyv, President Macedonian Council European Movement,
Skopje; Gorana Flaker, Assoc. of Preventive and Voluntary Work, Ljubljana; Jasna Bastic,
former International Peace Center, Sarajevo/ now in Belgrade; Nikola Viskovic, Professor, Faculty
of Law, Split; Paolo Bergamaschi, Coordination of European Greens; Rada Gavrilovic, Co-
ordinator Verona Forum, Brussels; Srdjan Dvornik, Assoc. for Freedom of Public Expression/
Antiwar Campaign, Zagreb; Tanja Petovar, Helsinki Federation, Beograd/Oslo; Yiber Hysa,
Parliamentary Party of Kosova, Prishtine; Zdravko Uskokovic, Civil Forum of Montenegro,
Podgorica; Zorica Trifunovic, Center for Antiwar Action, Beograd;

Further members, who were prevented from taking part: Marijana Grandits, Member Austrian
Parliament, Wien; Ivan Vejvoda, Beogradski krug/Belgrade Circle of independent intellectuals;
Zoran Pajic, Professor University of Sarajevo, now: Colchester; Vedran Vucic, European Civic
Center for Conflict Resolution, Subotica)
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