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DEMOCRACGCY INVESTMENT-TUZL A

International Conference in Tuzla, November 4-5, 1994
"IS EUROPE POSSIBLE WITHOUT MULTICULTURE?"

Verona Forum, Forum of Tuzla Citizens and Circle 99 are convening a conference in Tuzla on chances
of multicultural ideal in Europe to survive from the prospective of imposed ethnic division of Bosnia-
Herzegovina as well as growing nationalism and fascism in Europe. The Conference will bring
together democrats and humanists from European and possibly American institutions and NGOs as
well as from other regions of ex-Yugoslavia. The conference will be a great support to all those forces
in Tuzla that struggle to preserve the state of law and democratic multicultural coexistence even in
conditions of war. The conference in Tuzla is a part of a bigger project "Democracy Investment".
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This conference is a direct follow up of two activities of Verona Forum, recent Paris Conference
calling for European democrats to give immediate and massive support to the representatives of civil
society in ex-Yugoslavia and our long term campaign for humanitarian, moral and political support of
Tuzla citizens. We intend to provide a continuos solidarity presence from Europe in all cities of Bosnia-
Herzegovina through our Democracy Investment project. Tuzla, the first one, symbolically represents
the ideal of multicultural and tolerant Bosnia-Herzegovina that it used to be. There is still a possibility
to act preventive in the region where more then one third of present population of Bosnia-Herzegovina
still live in peace in a pluralistic environment. ;

Although Europe made an effort to address the conflict on the territory of the former Yugoslavia, it did
not succeed in containing the contlict, but has in a way encouraged the processes that threaten to
destroy Helsinki construction for Europe and undermine the security of the entire European space.
European and international institutions have become accomplices by negotiating unjust peace with war
lords and nationalists and ratifying the war gains. *

Individuals and groups, such as Forum of Tuzla Citizens, Circle 99 and non-nationalistic political
parties who are struggling to preserve order of law, inter-ethnic coexistence and democracy in.
conditions of war are systematically ignored and marginalised by the international community. In a
sense all demands for a just resolution of the conflict in ex-Yugoslavia coming from democratic and
peace-oriented forces in Europe were ignored too. Failure of our politicians to go beyond the
level of '"real politics'" undermines all democratic achievements and will affect the
future of our continent. To help Tuzla and Bosnia-Herzegovina survive means to
work on our own future here in Europe. We hope that this simple message will be
understood by forward-looking politicians. We expect their direct involvement in our
project for democracy.

In view of forthcoming local and federal elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina there is an imminent danger
that non-nationalistic democratic parties will simply disappear from the political scene. This could have
unforeseen consequence for restoring of stable peace and civil democratic society in the whole region.
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*The participation in this conference at the eve of federal elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina will give
the European democrats an opportunity to increase the chances of democratic forces to get
good resuits at the elections and keep their political and muiticulturai ideals alive.

*The representatives of democratic forces from the other regions of former Yugoslavia will not only
show their solidarity with their colleagues in Tuzla and Bosnia-Herzegovina but contribute to
reconciliation and search for a global solution for the whole region.

*Further on, faced with a deep crises that their broader homeland - Europe is dealing with, local
democrats can contribute to preserving and restoring of European principles and values
such as democracy and multiculture as opposed to growing totalitarianism and
nationalism. :

*It will be in the interest of peace and security in Europe to include anti-nationalistic ‘civic
forces in the processes of peace negotiations and reconciliation. The voices of legal
representatives of multicultural Tuzla must be heard!
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In the period prior to the conference Verona Forum is going to organise lobbying campaign for the
Tuzla project. The representatives of the parties, organisations and independent media of Tuzla will be
invited to take part in it. They will get an opportunity to make direct contacts with the potential
supporters of the project and participants of the Tuzla conference. We plan to organise visits to
Belgium,, the Netherlands, France, Italy and possibly some other European countries.Press

‘c_(ﬂfir%qs,/rg@dngs and tribunes will be organised.

It will be necessary to compile a documentation on Tuzla which will be used as conference papers and
later on as reference paper. The documentation would comprise information on:

- general political and social situation of Tuzla region

- prospects for future developments

- organisations, parties and movements

- media

- projects to be supported

All participants will be invited to spend some extra time around the conference in Tuzla region. They
will be given an opportunity to make direct contacts with parties and organisations they would like to
support or cooperate with in the future. Prominent politicians will be asked to take part in the elections
campaign (public hearings and tribunes, media ect.).

A report of the conference proceedings, along with the concluding statements will be disseminated to
all relevant governments, international organizations and institutions.

IV. ORGANISATIONAL BACKGROUND:

The Verona Forum is non-governmental organisation based in Brussels that lobbies for support of
democratic forces on the territory of Former Yugoslavia. The organisation grew out of the "Forum for
Peace and Reconciliation in the Territory of Former Yugoslavia" which was convened in Verona on
September 17-20, 1992 and was attended by 52 participants from non-governmental civic
organisations from all the republics of the former Yugoslavia. The Forum seeks to make
recommendations to European policy makers on important issues concerning the Balkan region and to
strengthen networks of non-governmental organisations in former Yugoslavia. The activities of Verona
Forum are focused on promotion of non-nationalistic democratic parties and citizens movements and
demand of their inclusion in peace negotiations, demands for effectiveness of War Crimes Tribunal,
trusteeship project for Bosnia-Herzegovina, independent media support , solidarity actions for the
artists of Saraievo and other towns of Bosnia-Herzegovina, ect.
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changes are occurring in the internal poiitical field. especially in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The citizens are re-grouping and re-organising themselves into
movements that may lead to a shakeup in the power structure there. ‘Unfortunately
those movements remain unnoticed by the general public and the decision makers in
the West.

Such two movements are Forum of Tuzla Citizens and Circle 99:

Forum of Tuzla Citizens was founded in February 1993 as an expression of will of the citizens of
Tuzla to preserve their multiethnic and multicultural character. It has 8,000 members who are organised
in commissions and workshops to cover many aspects of common interest (economical and social
issues, human rights, culture, international contacts, hearings, tribunes, actions against nationalistic
media). Together with Circle 99 and free radio Studio 99 in Sarajevo plans are being made to establish
a free radio and television network in Tuzla. In many other towns of Bosnia-Herzegovina there are
forumis of this kind. They play a very important role in keeping the morals of citizens high and
encouraging them to take an active part in political and social life of their community.

Circle 99 is a very recent initiative of independent intellectuals which grew out of the independent
radio Studio 99 in Sarajevo. Above all it is a cultural movement for freedom of expression and for
mujtiethnic democratic Bosnia-Herzegovina. Circle 99 aims to stimulate wide public participation and
response to actual political and cultural events in order to preserve a unique historic phenomenon on the
European continent - Bosnia-Herzegovina. It will organise debates, round table conferences on
Bosnia's history and future. Circle 99 proposes a draft Magna Charta for Bosnia-Herzegovina defining-
the  basic principles for future reconstruction: principles of law and democracy, social justice, private
ownership, safeguarding cultural pluralism, legal security and freedom of expression and of religion.

Brussels, August,1994





